
// DISCUSSION GUIDE
1.	 “As much as I was frightened, a tiny part of me, right in the centre of my heart, was 

also rather excited”. 
 
// Have you ever felt like this? A little bit frightened and a little bit excited? Is 
there anything you do to make sure you let the excited part of you win, rather 
than the frightened part? 
 

2.	 In a family, they explained to me, you get a sort of identity. “Imogen’s the bossy 
sister, and Esther’s quirky, and I’m the scatty one,” Astrid explained. 
 
// Do you think the people in your family each has an identity and is this a 
good or bad thing? 
 

3.	 “I played and played – and there it was. The magic. I felt it open up and splash into 
the twilight. I understood Aunt Alys’s dreamy smile now: it seemed as if the bright 
blue sky of earlier had slid into my heart, the glowing pinks and oranges of sunset 
too.” 
 
// Is there something that you do that makes you feel a little bit magical? 
Maybe it’s playing an instrument. Maybe it’s painting. Maybe it’s running. What 
makes you feel like the bright blue sky has slid into your heart? 
 

4.	 Bronte mentions that when she creates the magical potion to defeat the Whispering 
King, it’s a lot like making a recipe. And later, Aunt Carrie says that the best 
spellbinding potions are created out of love and sadness. 
 
// What sort of recipe would you make to create a magical potion? 
 

5.	 Which of Bronte’s aunts is your favourite and why? 
 

6.	 Bronte gets to visit almost every nook and cranny of the Kingdoms and Empires. 
 
// Of all the places that Bronte visits, which do you think you would most like to 
visit?
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